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NEW YORK, N.Y. - Today, Congressman Jerrold Nadler, City Councilman Domenic Recchia, State Senators
Diane Savino and Carl Kruger, and State Assembly Members Alec Brook-Krasny and Steven Cymbrowitz called on the
City of New York to take a more comprehensive look into possible materials to use for repairs and replacement of the
historic Riegelmann Boardwalk.  In a joint letter to Parks Department Commissioner Adrian Benepe, the elected officials
asked that serious and thorough consideration be given to alternative materials before the reality of an all-concrete
Boardwalk is thrust upon the community.



"As Coney Island continues to revitalize, we must ensure that repairs are made with careful consideration of the
best materials for preserving the historic appearance of the Boardwalk," the elected officials wrote.  "While
cost is obviously a key factor, durability, safety and appearance are just as important&hellip;. While we do not advocate
the continued use of the Boardwalk's current material - tropical hardwood - we believe that there
are environmentally friendly options that have not been adequately explored."



Text of the letter follows, and pdf is attached:



December 16, 2010



Adrian Benepe

Commissioner

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

The Arsenal, Central Park

New York, NY 10021



Dear Commissioner Benepe: 



As elected officials representing Coney Island and Brighton Beach, we are writing to express our concern about the
future of the historic Riegelmann Boardwalk.  We are very appreciative that the Parks Department is making much-
needed repairs to the Boardwalk, and we thank you for addressing this important safety issue.  However, we join
residents in the belief that some of the proposed changes to the Boardwalk require further study.



As you know, the Riegelmann Boardwalk is an iconic and cherished piece of Coney Island and New York City history. 
Along with the Wonder Wheel, the Cyclone, Luna Park, Keyspan Park and other attractions, the Boardwalk itself helps
draw millions of visitors to Coney Island each year.  Additionally, Coney Island and Brighton Beach are home to a large
residential community which uses the Boardwalk all year long.  While we of course understand the City's
challenging responsibilities in the maintenance of the Boardwalk, we strongly believe that any major changes should be
undertaken carefully and in a transparent manner.  As Coney Island continues to revitalize, we must ensure that repairs
are made with careful consideration of the best materials for preserving the historic appearance of the Boardwalk.  While
cost is obviously a key factor, durability, safety and appearance are just as important.



We are concerned that, while the area adjacent to the Amusement District is being replaced by wood, the Parks
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Department has selected concrete as the preferred material to repair other parts of the Boardwalk, specifically in the
more residential areas abutting the beach, without sufficient consideration of other materials.  While we do not advocate
the continued use of the Boardwalk's current material - tropical hardwood - we believe that there
are environmentally friendly options that have not been adequately explored.  



We ask that, as the Parks Department continues to make repairs, you give meaningful consideration to durable materials
other than concrete, such as treated domestic woods or composite treatments that are available for such projects.  A
study done last year in plastic composite lumber on Steeplechase Pier, which led the Parks Department to conclude that
this material tended to warp and was too slippery for traffic, did not allow for the examination of many other materials that
come in different strengths and textures.  These materials should be considered going forward, and the Parks Department
should look into the feasibility of covering areas that are now concrete with such materials so that the Boardwalk
maintains its continuity.  Preserving the Boardwalk's unique character will ensure that it continues to be major
draw to both residents and visitors for many years to come.



Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter.



Sincerely,

                                                                                        

Jerrold Nadler, Member of Congress 

Domenic M. Recchia, Jr, Councilmember                                

Diane Savino, State Senate Member

Carl Kruger, State Senate Member

Alec Brook-Krasny, State Assembly Member

Steven Cymbrowitz, State Assembly Member
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